Christ the King COVID-19 Response

As members of Christ the King, we are so fortunate. Even in this time of pandemic, while our church building has been closed, our church community has remained open, active and vibrant. Our amazing pastors, council and staff have been resilient, creative and patient. This trial has tested our faith and grown the fruits of the Spirit - reminding us that the church never has been and never will be just a building - but it is the people.

For the past several months, the Re-Entry Committee - made up of a cross section of our CtK community, including those who have dealt with the pandemic directly including health professionals and teachers, has been meeting virtually to discuss how best to do this... safely for all. We have listened to guidance from the Wisconsin Council of Churches, the ELCA, the CDC and the Wisconsin Department of Health, and considered other churches’ plans as well as the physical and spiritual health of the congregation.

The principle of "all are welcome" has been a guiding light at Christ the King throughout this tumultuous year, in a pandemic that has lasted longer than many had first considered.  As affirmed by our church council, our commitment to taking care of the most vulnerable among us has never wavered.

· Christ the King is guided by the Burden Rate for COVID-19 in our communities. Burden rate is the number of active positive COVID-cases per 100,000 people. This statistic helps us to understand how prevalent the spread of COVID-19 is throughout our area that we serve. Based on the breadth of population we reach across the Fox Valley, we update the burden rate based the weekly numbers released by the Wisconsin Department of Health for the Fox Valley Area.   These are the statuses assigned to the various burden rates:

➢ Low = Burden # is < or equal to 10 
➢ Moderate = Burden # is > 10 but < 50 
➢ Moderately High = Burden # is > 50 but < 100 
➢ High = Burden # is > 100 
➢ Very High = Burden # is > 350 
➢ Critically High = Burden # is > 1,000



· When the burden rate is Moderate or higher (above 10), Christ the King will offer the following worship opportunities:

· In-Person worship at 9:15am every Sunday. 
· Masks are required for all attendees ages 2 and up. This allows us to keep safe the most vulnerable among us who are not yet vaccinated or immune compromised. 
· Registration is required and pre-registration is encouraged Link?
· Limited singing with masked, distanced song leaders throughout the worship service.
· Self-serve communion available to take at your seat during the service, or to take home with you afterwards.
· Shortened service time of 45 minutes.
· Outdoor Parking Lot Worship at 10:30am every Sunday.
· Join us in the Christ the King parking lot where you can sit inside your car, or directly outside of it, tuned in to our FM radio station and worship along with us!
· Virtual Worship – Our in-person worship service is streamed live via Facebook at 9:15am every Sunday.


· When the burden rate is 500 or higher, Christ the King will require masking and social distancing for all small group ministries, Christian Education, Confirmation, as well as any other meetings held within the church regardless of vaccination status. 

· If at any time, the burden rate reaches or exceeds 1000, Christ the King shut down all in-person gathering for worship, Christian Ed in all forms, small group ministries, etc. 


Resources
Burden Rates for Wisconsin: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/local.htm

Wisconsin Department of Health Services COVID-19 Guidelines: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/index.htm

ELCA COVID-19 Response: https://www.ecsw.org/covid19

Wisconsin Council of Churches COVID-19 Returning to Church: https://www.wichurches.org/2021/01/14/returning-to-church/


CDC COVID-19 Guidelines for Community, Work and School: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fphp%2Fcommunity-mitigation-concepts.html


